ABDULHALIM EFENDI (NEYZEN) (1824 — 1896)
(MERHUM / DEPARTED)

Abdulhalim Efendi ya da kisaca Halim Efendi 1824
yilinda Istanbul’da Beyazit  semtinin Soganaga
Mahallesi’nde doddu. Tahir Efendi’nin ogludur.

Cocuk denebilecek yasta Uskiidar Tabaklar Rifai
Tekkesi seyhi Nuri Efendi’ye intisap etti. Nuri Efendi’nin
halifelerinden $eyh Abdullah Vehbi Efendi'den (?—1868)
hilafet aldi. Bir sire sonra Kozyatagr’ndaki kendi cami ve
tekkesini yaptirarak Oomrinun sonuna kadar burada
miezzin, hatip, seyh olarak hizmet etti. Oldukga rahat bir
Omur sirmustur. Bu insaatin giderlerini 6grencilerinden elde
ettigi gelirlerle karsilamistir. Huzurlu bir hayat slrdikten
sonra 1896 yilinda, yetmis iki yasinda Kozyatadrndaki
evinde 6ldu ve tekkenin mezarliginda topraga verildi.

Yagadigi dénemin en kudretli neyzeni, tanburisi ve
bilginiydi. Ayni zamanda iyi Sinekemani calardi. Ney
calmasini Deli ismail Dede’den 6grendi. Neyi metodlu ve
purlizsiz calardi. Cok glgli ve bati ve Hamparsum notasi
bilirdi. Sinekemani hocasi Agop, ilk tanbur hocasi ile piyasa
tanburilerinden Tikoli'dir. Halim Efendi'nin tanburda asil
ustasi Samatyali Kuyumcu Oskiyan Efendi olmustur. Kendi
ifadesine gore uzun yillar Oskiyan Efendi’den ders almanin
carelerini aramig, bir turlu basaramamisti. Bir gun
Soganaga’daki Nisanci Kahvesi'nde bir taksim yaparak
izak'in bir eserini galdigi sirada, kisa boylu bir adamin
kendisini dikkatle izledigini gérmis ve bu adamin Oskiyan
Efendi oldugunu tahmin etmisti. Bu minasebetle tanistigi
Oskiyan Efendi’den ¢ yil sureyle tanbur dersleri aldi.
Hocasi i¢in “bu zat tanburu adeta piyano calar gibi ve
fevkalade metodlu tarzda galiyordu” der.

Musikimizin hem nazari, hem de pratik yonlerini cok
iyi bilen bu ilim ve sanat adami Hiseyin Fahreddin Dede,
Cemal Efendi, Ahmet Irsoy, Tanburi Garabet, Dr. Suphi
Ezgi gibi degerli 6grenciler yetistirmis, onlari muasiki
sanatimizin bilimsel yéninu arastirmaya tesvik etmistir.
Tanburaci Osman Pehlivan’in ilk tanbura hocasi da Halim
Efendi’dir.

Tekke ve camiinin c¢evresindeki genis arazide
bulunan bagda Uzim yetigtirir, bunlar satar, devlet
adamlarinin ve varlikh kimselerin evine derse gider, tekkeye
gelen oOgrencilerine ders verir, bunlardan aldigi Ucretlerle
gecinirdi. Son derece eli agik, misafir sever, yardimsever bir
kimseydi. Uzak semtlerden tekkesine gelen yoksul
kimselerin yol masraflarini sezdirmeden kendisi kargiladi. O
zamanki istanbul’'un en taninmis tekkesi oldugu igin yiiksek
kesimin bir ugrak yeri olmustu. Yazlarn Kozyatagrndaki
késkiinde, kislari istanbul tarafinda otururdu. Neyzen Aziz
Dede, Halim Efendi’yi cok bedendigini her firsatta belli eder,
“Asrin en buyuk ney Ustadi” dermis. Eski tarz tanbur ve ney
icrasinin son ustalarindan olan Halim Efendi bestekarlikla
pek ugrasmamistir. isfahan makaminda bir tek saz semaisi
biliniyor.

Abdulhalim Efendi or shortly Halim Efendi was born
in Sodanaga neighbourhood of Istanbul’'s Beyazit district in
1824. He was the son of Tahir Efendi.

He, at a very young age, attended Sheikh Nuri
Efendi’s Tabaklar Rifai Religious School in Uskidar. He
became the successor for one of Sheikh Nuri Efendi’s
caliphs, Abdullah Vehbi Efendi (died 1868). After a while, he
built his own mosque and religious school in Kozyatadi and
he spent the rest of his life there serving as a muezzin,
preacher and sheikh. He lead a comfortable life. He paid
the cost for the mosque and school he built from the profits
he made from his students. After living his comfortable life,
he died at the age of seventy two in his home in Kozyatagi
and he was buried to the yard of his own religious school.

He was the most capable neyzen and tambur player
of his age. He also could play the viola d’'amore very well.
He learnt playing the ney from Deli ismail Dede. He played
the ney with method and smoothly. He had powerful
knowledge of Western and Hamparsum notes. His first viola
d’amore teacher was Agop and his first tambur teacher was
the famous Tikoli. Although, his true tambur master became
Oskiyan Efendi of Samatya. He said he had sought to get
tambur lessons from Oskiyan Efendi for years to no avail.
And one day during his performance at Niganci
Coffeehouse in Sodanaga while playing a piece from izak,
he noticed a short man who was listening to him carfully
and thought he might be Oskiyan Efendi. Sure enough,
after the two met, Abdullhalim Efendi took tambur lessons
for three years from Oskiyan Efendi. According to his
teacher Oskiyan Efendi, “This person plays the tambur as if
he is playing the piano with remarkable methodic style.”

This man of arts and sciences who knows both the
theoretical and practical aspects of Turkish Music very well,
tutored valuable students like Hiseyin Fahreddin Dede,
Cemal Efendi, Ahmet Irsoy, Tanburi Garabet, Dr. Suphi
Ezgi and encouraged them to study the scientific aspect of
the music. Tamburaci Osman Efendi’s first tambur teacher
was also Hilmi Bey.

He made his living out of the big yard of his mosque
growing grapes and selling them, taught at his religious
school and he also went to statesmen’s and rich people’s
homes to give music lessons. He was a very generous,
hospitable and charitable person. He secretly paid for the
transportation costs of his students who came to his school
from far away districts of the city. His school was the most
popular religious school of its time in Istanbul and it held a
great deal of attraction. During Summers he resided at his
Kozyatagi kiosk and during Winters he resided in the city.
Neyzen Aziz Dede often gave his praises to him and said
“he is the biggest ney master of the age.” Halim Efendi, who
was one of the last masters of old school ney and tambur
execution, didn’t pay much attention to composing music.
His only known work is a saz composed poem with Isfahan
makam.
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Oglu seyh Riza Efendi, ney ve tanbur galmasini
babasindan 6grendi. Babasinin 6luminden sonra ayni
tekkeye seyh oldu. Tekkelerde ney, 06zel toplantilarda
tanbur galardi. 1930 yilinda istanbul’da éImiistiir.

Turkgeden ingilizceye ceviren: Aslihan DOKMECI

His son, Sheikh Riza Efendi learnt to play ney and
tambur from his father. He became the sheikh of his father’s
religious school after his father's death. He played ney in
the school and played tambur at private meetings. He died
in Istanbul in the year 1930.

Viola D’amore: A kind of violin played in Europe at
the time also known as “viola d’amore”.

Tambur: Classical Turkish long necked , stringed
instrument similiar to the ” mandolin”.

Turkish to English translation by Aslihan DOKMECI.
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