ABDULBAKI NASIR DEDE (1765 — 25.03.1820)
(MERHUM / DEPARTED)

Degerli Ziyaretgiler,

Merhum neyzenlerin 6zgec¢misine iligkin bazi bilgiler
Osmanh doénemi Tirkcesi de dedigimiz Arapga-Farsca-
Tlrkge'nin bir arada kullanildigi bir dille ve oldukga agdali
bir Uslupla yazilmistir. Bu nedenle Osmanlica yazilan bu
boliimler ingilizceye cevriimemis, orijinal sekilleriyle siteye
konmustur.

Abdilbaki Nasir Dede; 1765 yilinda Yenikapi
Mevlevihanesi’ne yakin bir evde dogdu.

Babasi ayni dergadhin seyhi Kutahyali EbG Bekir
Efendi, annesi Unli neyzen, mutasavvif ve bestekar Nayi
Osman Dede’nin kizi Saide Hanim'dir. Ali Nutki Dede’nin
kiguk kardesidir.

Ogrenimini mevlevihanede yapti; babasinin élimd,
agabeyinin postnisin olusundan sonra mevlevihanedeki
hlcresine c¢ekilerek kendini calismaya verdi. Bu arada
Arapca ve Farsga’ya c¢alist. Milasmiftisi-zade Halil
Efendi’den islamf ilimler 6grendi.

Musikiyi tekkedeki masikisinaslardan megk etti. Bu
sanattan erken yaslarinda feyz almistir. Edebiyat ve
tasavvufa da vakifti. Ali Nutki Dede’'nin seyhligi doneminde

dergadhin neyzenbasisi idi. Klasik ney icrasinin son
ustalarindandir.
Baslangigta babasi tarafindan tekkenin vakif

islerine bakmakla goérevlendirilmigti. Babasinin éliminden
sonra edebiyat, dzellikle Turkge, Arapca ve Farsga yazilmig
edebiyat kitaplarinin incelenmesine agirlik verdi. Bdylece o
yillarda gecerli olan butin ilim dallarinda genis bilgi sahibi
oldu.

Kardesinin izni ile 1795'de evlendi. Agabeyinin
1804 yilinda 6lim Gzerine Haci Mehmed Celebi tarafindan
“Sikke” giydirilerek seyh tayin edildi. Bu makamda onyedi yil
kaldiktan sonra gen¢ denebilecek bir yasta 25 Mart 1820
tarihinde 06ldi  ve tekkenin mezarligina defnedildi.
Mezartasinda bulunan “bir eksik tamiyeli” tarih misrai sudur:

“Alem-ilah(ta can atdi bu dem Baki Dede”
1820 (H.1237)

izzet Molla’nin tarih siirinde son beyti de séyle:

“Etdi izzet dane-i siibhayle tarihin hisab
Seyh Baki buldu faniden rehd Allah deylp”
1820 (H. 1237)

Abdulbaki Dede bir é6mulr boyu titiz bir arastirmaci
olarak bircok konuya el atmig; edebiyat, tasavvuf ve siirle
derinlemesine bilgi sahibi olarak Esrar Dede’nin takdirini
kazanmisti. Mevlevi Mdsa Sofi Efendi’'nin (Musa Dede’nin)
“Ta’rib-i Sahidi” adindaki eserini “Serh-i Sahidi” adi altinda
serhini (agiklamasini) yapmis, Eflaki Dede’nin “Menakib”ini
Farsgcadan Turkgeye gevirmistir.

Dear Guests,

Some pieces of information in the biographies of
deceased neyzens are in Ottoman Turkish, which is a
mixture of Arabic, Persian and Turkish, and written in a very
poetic and elaborate style. Therefore, such parts in
Ottoman Turkish are not translated into English and
published in their original form.

Abdulbaki Nasir Dede was born in a house near
Yenikap! Mevlevi Lodge in the year 1765.

His father was Kutahyali Eb0 Bekir, who was the
sheikh of the same lodge and his mother, Saide Hanim was
the daughter of the famous neyzen and Sufi composer Nayi
Osman Dede. He was the younger sibling of Ali Nutki Dede.

He completed his early education at the lodge. After
his father’'s death and his brother’'s promotion as the head
of the lodge, he resigned himself to his chamber in the
lodge and focused on his further studies. In the meantime,
he studied Arabic and Persian languages. He received
education on Islamic sciences from Milasmuftisi-zade Halil
Efendi.

He was intoduced to the music by his music loving
fellow men at the lodge and advanced at an early age. He
was also knowlegdeable on Sufism and literature. Under
Sheik Ali Nutki Dede, he was the head neyzen at the lodge.
He was one of the last masters of classical ney execution.

At the beginning he was appointed to handle the
trust fund of the lodge by his father but after his father’s
death he focused more on literature, especially in studies of
books written in Turkish, Arabic and Persian. Thus he
acquired vast knowledge about all important sciences of the
times.

He married by the consent of his older brother in
1795. Upon his older brother's death in 1804, he was
appointed sheikh with a ceremony by wearing the sikke*
handed by Haci Mehmed Celebi. He held this rank until his
death at a relatively young age on March 25th 1820 and
was buried in the cemetary of the lodge. A line on his
tombstone reads in part:

“Alem-ilah(ta can atdi bu dem Baki Dede”
1820 (H.1237)

) He was also mentioned in the historical
couplet of Izzet Molla:

“Etdi izzet dane-i siibhayle tarihin hisab
Seyh Baki buldu faniden rehd Allah deylp”
1820 (H. 1237)

Throughout his life, Abdulbaki Dede as a
meticulous researcher, investigated many subjects such as
literature, Sufism and poetry and by that he gained the
praises of Esrar Dede for his depth of knowledge on those
subjects. He wrote a disclosure named “Serh-i Sahidi” on
Mevlevi Misa Sofi Efendi (Musa Dede)’'s “Ta’rib-i Sahidi.”
He translated Eflaki Dede’s “Menékib”, from Persian to
Turkish.
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Agabeyi Ali Nutki Dede ile “Defter-i Dervisan”
adinda bir eser hazirlamis olan Nasir Dede baba tasavvufi
gazeller soylemis, “Nasir’” mahlasi ve “Huner” redifli bir
kaside yazarak masikT ile ilgili eserinin arkasina eklemistir.

Esrar Dede'nin cagdasi ve arkadasidir. Esrar Dede
onun siir ve edebiyattaki kabiliyetini sezdigi igin “-Insaallah
U¢ senede Divan sahibi olur” temennisinde bulunmustu.

“Gerek “ redifli bir gazelini 6rnek olarak aliyoruz:
Ussaka yanma, dilbere resm-i vefa gerek
Glya’ya nale, goncaya reng U baha gerek

Canana méacera-y1 gam U hicri anma gel,
Ey dil, desen de demesen de bundan bana ne
gerek

Asik onar mi dag-daga-i kiyl G k&'li liyk
Dilber hemise asika sefkat-nima gerek

Anlamali hal-i agki kelam ile bir kisi
Bir yara derd-i aska hele asina gerek

Nasir, humar-1 aska sarabin ne sef'i var
Mumkinse gahi bls-i lebb-i dilber-i ba gerek

Tiark masikisinin ylzyillardan beri ihmal edilen
bilimsel yonunu ele alarak eski “Edvar” kitaplarini incelemis,
her birini digerleri ile karsilastirmistir. Mdsikinin 6zellikle
fizik ve akustik yonlerini ele almistir.

Sultan 1ll. Selim mdsikimizde notasizligin nelere
mal oldugunu ¢ok iyi anlayan aydin bir hUkimdardi. Bir nota
ihtiyacini zaman zaman dile getirmig, buna bir c¢are
bulunmasini gevresinde bulunan sanatkarlardan istemisti.
Bu sanatkérlarin arasinda Abdulbaki Nasir Dede de vardi.
Padisahin bu istegini Seyyid Ahmed Agda kendisine iletince,
masiki ile ilgili incelemelerini “Tedkik U Tatkik” adi altinda
1794 yilinda bir “Risale” de topladi. Daha sonra bu eserini
biraz daha genigleterek ve bazi eklemeler yaparak
“Tahririye’yi yazdi. Bu eserinde dedesi Nayi Osman
Dede’nin buldugu notayi daha gelistiriimis sekle sokmus,
padisahin Sdzidilara makamindaki pesrevi ile dider bazi
eserleri notaya almig ve Sultan Ill. Selim’e sunmustu.

Bu bilyiik insan ayni zamanda Hamami-zade ismail
Dede’nin mdsiki ve ney hocasidir.

Abdulbdki Nasir Dede’nin sanatkéarlik derecesini
masiki sanatindaki uygulama alaninda goririz. Isfahan ve
Acem Bdlselik makamlarinda iki Mevlevi ayini bestelemis,
bunlardan Isfahan makaminda olani tamamen
unutulmustur. Acem Bdaselik ayini icin Rauf Yekta Bey
sunlarl s@yluyor: ” ... Acem Baselik makaminda bir ayini
vardir ki, cidden ¢ok nefistir. Kendisine mahsus ruhani bir
latiflikte olan bu gonil agici eser, blylk bestekarin sesler
sanatinda ne kadar ince bir hassasiyette oldugunu gosteren
yeni niktelerle doludur.” Bu iki ayin mukabele gunlerinde
sik sik okunan ayinler arasinda idi. Ayrica Dilaviz, Ruhfeza,
Gulrdh, Dildar, Naz, Niyaz, Hisar Kurdi adini verdigi
makamlarla birde “Sirin” adinda us{l dizenlemistir.

Tirkgeden ingilizceye ceviren: Aslihan DOKMECI

He, with his older brother Ali Nutki Dede, wrote a
book titled “Defter-i Dervisan” and wrote Sufi ghazals. He
wrote a qasida called “Huner” with the nickname Nasir to
add to his catalogue of musical works.

He was a contemporary and a friend of Esrar Dede
who saw his talent in literature and poetry, said “By God’s
will, I wish he has a Divan* in three years time”

Let’s take one of his ghazals with “Gerek” rhyme:
Ussaka yanma, dilbere resm-i vefa gerek
Glya’ya nale, goncaya reng U baha gerek

Canana méacera-yi gam U hicri anma gel,
Ey dil, desen de demesen de bundan bana ne
gerek

Asik onar mi dag-daga-i kiyl G k&'li liyk
Dilber hemise asika sefkat-niiméa gerek

Anlamali hal-i agki kelam ile bir kisi
Bir yara derd-i aska hele asina gerek

Nasir, humar-1 aska sarabin ne sef’i var
Mimkulnse gahi bls-i lebb-i dilber-i ba gerek

For he focused on the scientific side of Turkish
classical music, which had been neglected for centuries, he
looked into the old “Edvar” books and he compared them to
each other.

Sultan Selim Il was a bright ruler who saw what
notelessness did to Turkish Classical Music. He often
mentioned the need for notes and he demanded a solution
for this from the artists around him. Abdulbaki Nasir Dede
was one of those artists. When Seyyid Ahmed Aga
delivered Sultan’s request to him, he collected all his work
in a booklet under the name of “Tedkik U Tatkik” in 1794.
Later on he expanded the booklet with making additions to
it and he named the final work, “Tahririye.” In this book he
improved and shaped the notes which was found by his
grandfather Nayi Osman Dede and wrote the notes for one
of the Sultan’s own compositions on Sdzidilara makam
which he then presented to him.

At the same time, this great man was the ney and
music teacher of Hamami-zade Ismail Dede.

We can see Abdulbaki Nasir Dede’s degree on
craftsmanship in his way of practicing the art of music. He
composed two Mevlevi hymns on Acem Blselik and Isfahan
makams, the latter being forgotten completely in our day.
Rauf Yekta Bey says this about the Acem Baselik hymn:
“...He has such a hymn on Acem Bdselik makam that it's
wonderful. This delightful piece which has a unique spiritual
elegance, is full of new wits that showcase how the artist
has a fine and sensitive grasp on the art of sound.” These
two hymns were the most popular hymns of their day. He
has also given name to such makams as Dilaviz, Ruhfez3,
Gulrdh, Dildar, Naz, Niyaz, Hisar Kurdi and designed a
method called “Sirin.”

Turkish to English translation by Aslihan DOKMECI.
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