NEYZEN OMER FARUK TEKBILEK

“Mizik yapmak, dua etmektir”

“Higbirimiz  birbirimizden farkli degiliz. BGtin
kulttrler birbiriyle benzerdir. Mizik bizim ortak lisanimiz,
ortak muhabbetimizdir. Muzik ve dans sayesinde de
hepimiz kardesge bir araya gelebiliriz. Bu hi¢ zor degil”

Omer Faruk TEKBILEK

“Making music is praying”.

None of us are different from each other. All
cultures resemble each other. Music is our common
language, common conversation. Thanks to music and
dance, we can come together friendly. This is not difficult at
all.”

Omer Faruk TEKBILEK
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Medeniyetin baslangicindan bu yana gegen
yuzyillar boyunca, sayisiz uygarliga ve kultlre ev sahipligi
yapmis olan Anadolu, bu ¢esitliligin bir sonucu olarak gerek
kultirel, gerekse folklorik ve muzikal agidan essiz bir
servete sahip olmustur. Bu essiz servetine ragmen Trkiye
ve Anadolu topraklarindan, uluslararasi profile sahip sanatgi
oldukca nadir c¢ikmistir. Iste bu sanatgilarin  en

dnemlilerinden birisidir Omer Faruk TEKBILEK.

Throughout the centuries, from the beginning of the
civilization to the present, Anatolia which has harbored
numerous cultures and civilizations has a unique treasure in
terms of musical, folkloric and cultural sense as a result of
this variety. Yet, in spite of her unique treasure, only a
limited number of artists known internationally grew up on
this land. And one of the most important artists among them
is Omer Faruk TEKBILEK.
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Omer Faruk TEKBILEK, &zellikle Bizans ve islam
kultarlerine ait birgok zenginligi igerisinde barindiran ve hala
cografi konum bakimindan, farkl folklorlara ev sahipligi
yapan Tirkiye'nin Adana kentinde doddu. TEKBILEK'in
mizikal dehasi daha c¢ocuk vyaslarda kendini gdsterdi.
Ailesine gére o ve agabeyi mizisyen olarak dogmuslardi.
Agabeyi icin “O benim ilham kaynadim ve gururumdu” diye

bahseder. Omer Faruk TEKBILEK, Ney (izerine
ustalasmaya baslamasina  ragmen, ¢cok farkl
enstrimanlarla da ilgilendi. Ilk hocasi ona, mizik

dikkaninda kendisine yardim etmesi karsiliginda baglama
dersleri vermeye bagladi. Ayrica bu dikkan sayesinde, Turk
muziginin birgok karisik ritmini, makamlarini ve bunlari nasil
okuyacagini 6grendi.

Miizik alaninda ustalasma siirecinde TEKBILEK,
sufizme de ilgi duymaya basladi. Bugin “Ben hala
calismaya devam ediyorum” diyor ve ekliyor; “Benim igin
mizik sonsuzdur. Sufizm ve muzik birbirine sariimis ve i¢
icedir. Calmak dua etmek gibidir”

Omer Faruk TEKBILEK was born in Adana, a city
which harbors many cultural richness of Byzantine and
Islam and still hosts much different folklore due to its
geographical location. His musical genius showed itself in
early childhood. According to his parents, his brother and
he himself were born to be musicians. About his brother, he
says “He was my source of inspiration and pride”. Though
he began to specialize in Ney, Tekbilek was also interested
in very different kinds of instruments. His first teacher taught
him baglama in exchange for his helping him in the record
store. Also thanks to this store, he leant many mix rhythms
and magams of Turkish music and how to read them.
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During the process of his being an expert in music,
Tekbilek also began to be interested in Sufism. “I'm still
continuing to work and practice” he says and adds “Music is
eternal to me. Sufism and music are intertwined and
embrace each other. Playing is similar to praying.
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1967’de 16 vyasindayken Istanbula gelen
TEKBILEK, burada Mevlevi dervisleriyle tanisir. Onlarin
dinyaya bakiglarindan, muizigi yorumlayislarindan, farkli
kulttrlere ait sesleri birlestirmelerinden ve ruhlarindan ¢ok
etkilenir. Mevlevi dizenine katilmaz fakat Mevlevi Seyhi
Neyzen Aka Gundiz KUTBAY onun hayatinda ¢ok dnemli
bir yer edinir. Tasavvuf mizidi onun muziginin temel tagi
olur. Daha sonralari muzige kargi alternatif bakis acilariyla
taninmis mizisyenlerle galismaya baslar ( ismet SIRAL —
klarnet, saksafon, Burhan TONGUC - davul ) Farkh tarzda
soundlarla tanisan TEKBILEK, zihninde siirekli olarak
blylttigad ve adina “Sabir Agaci” dedigi muzidini daha da
zenginlestirmeye ve gelecekte diunya cgapinda saygin bir
muzisyen ve virtidz olarak taninmasini saglayacak olan
soundunu yaratmaya baslar. 1971’de 20 yasindayken Turk
Klasik Folklor grubunun bir Gyesi olarak ilk defa Amerika'ya
adim atar ve ‘Sevgi Agacl’ da bambagka bir ydonde gelisme
yoluna girer.

In 1967, when he was 16, Tekbilek came to
Istanbul. He met Mevlevi dervishes here. He was impressed
by their world view, their interpretation of music, their
combining different sounds of different cultures and their
spirituality. He did not join the order but the head Neyzen
Aka Gundiz KUTBAY had a significant place in his life. Sufi
music became the cornerstone of his music. Later he began
to work together with musicians who were known with their
alternative point of view about music (clarinet and
saxophone player Ismet SIRAL and drummer Burhan
TONGUCQC). Tekbilek, who was introduced to different kinds
of sounds, began to enrich his music which he had on his
mind constantly and called ‘Tree of Patience’ and began to
create his sound that would earn him worldwide recognition
as a prominent musician and a virtuoso in the future. In
1971, at the age of 20, he went to USA as a member of
Turkish Classical Folk Ensemble for the first time and his
‘Tree of Love’ began to develop into a totally different
direction.
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Turkiye'ye askerlik gérevini yapmak icin geri dénen
TEKBILEK, 1976 yilinda Amerika’ya ddnerek oraya yerlesir.
Orada muzik ¢alismalarina devam eden sanatgi Ortadogu
kokenli muizisyenlerle beraber kurdugu orkestra ile cesitli
kuliplerde calmaya baslar. Zorlu gecen yillarin ardindan,
1988 yilinda Unli prodiktér Brian KEANE ile tanismasiyla
tim yasantisi degigir.

Tekbilek, who returned to Turkey to do his military
service, went back to USA in 1976 and settled there. The
artist, who continued his musical activities there, began to
play in various clubs with the orchestra he founded together
with other musicians from Middle East. After hardships of
the first years, he met famous producer Brian KEANE in
1988 and his whole life changed suddenly.
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New York Metropolitan Museum Of Art'ta

sergilenecek olan “Muhtesem Silleyman” sergisi ve filmi icin
KEANE ile birlikte calismaya baslayan TEKBILEK, bu
dénemin ardindan yayinlayacad! birbirinden basarili ve
kendisini dinya ¢apinda taninan ve adinin saygi ile anilir bir
muzisyen olmasini saglayan on U¢ muhtesem albima igin
Onemli ve buyutk bir adim atmisg olur.

Tekbilek, who began to work with KEANE for his
exhibition  ‘Muhtesem  Sileyman’  (Sileyman  the
Magnificent) that would be displayed at New York
Metropolitan Museum of Art and for his film, took a major
and important step towards producing his thirteen
magnificent music albums which would be released after
this period and make him a well known and highly
respected musician worldwide.
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Yine bu tarihten itibaren, dogu ve bati ezgilerini
ustaca harmanladigi muzigi ve hayat felsefesi ile diinya
mizik sahnesinde agir fakat emin adimlarla ilerleyen
TEKBILEK, kendi alblimlerinin yani sira, Don Cherry, Karl
Berger, Ginger Baker, Ofra Haza, Peter Erskine, Trilok
Gurtu, Simon Shaheen, Bill Laswell, Mike Mainieri, Michael
Askill, Arto Tuncboyaciyan, Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan, Jai Uttal,
Hossam Ramzy ,Glen Velez basta olmak Uzere bir¢ok usta
muzisyenle birlikte c¢alismalar yapar. Bdylece, Turk

muzisyen kimligiyle adini dinya mudzik arenasina altin
harflerle yazdirmis olur.

In the following years, Tekbilek, who took firm steps
forward into the world music scene with his world view and
music in which he blended the eastern and western
elements skillfully, apart from his own albums, also worked
together with many prominent musicians such as Don
Cherry, Karl Berger, Ginger Baker, Ofra Haza, Peter
Erskine, Trilok Gurtu, Simon Shaheen, Bill Laswell, Mike
Mainieri, Michael Askill, Arto Tuncboyaciyan, Nusrat Fateh
Ali Khan, Jai Uttal, Hossam Ramzy and Glen Velez. By this
way, his name was written in letters of gold to the world
music arena as a Turkish musician.
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Baglama, ney, darbuka, zurna, bendir, def gibi
enstrimanlari  virtiidz derecesinde kullanabilen, bitin
toplumlarin kardesligini, battin kiltirlerin i¢ ice oldugunu ve
sadeligin en yuce hayat felsefesi oldugunu insanlara
duyurmay kendisine misyon edinen usta sanat¢i, bu hayat
felsefesini mizigine de tasimayl cok iyi bilmis ve genis
kitlelere ulasmigtir.  Alblimlerinde  Yunanistan, lsrail,
Bulgaristan, iran ve ispanya gibi birgok farkli Glke ve
medeniyetten miizisyenlerle galisan TEKBILEK; Amerika
disinda, Avustralya, Fransa, ispanya, ingiltere, israil ve
Yunanistan basta olmak (izere birgok kita ve llkede verdigi
konserlerle hayran kitlesini her giin genigletmistir. Ayni gizgi
ve felsefi anlayisla hazirlanmis olmalarina ragmen, yaptigi
her albimde farkli soundlar ve farkh ezgileri kendine has
yorumuyla sentezleyen muzisyen, bu sayede diinyanin dort
bir yanindaki dinleyicilerine, hep farkli tatlar ve farkli keyifler
yasatmistir. Buglne kadar “Spy Game (R.Redford,B.Pitt)”
gibi bircok filmde muziklerine yer verilmesi ile ¢ok daha
genis bir miziksever kitlesi; Omer Faruk TEKBILEK'in
muzigiyle tanisma sansini elde etmistir. Son albima ‘Alif i
Paul Simon’'in prodiktdéri Steve Shehan’la birlikte
hazirlayan TEKBILEK, bu albiimde Yunanistan’in nlii
seslerinden Glykeria ve gitar virtiézi Jose Antonio
Rodriguez’e de yer vererek world mizik tarzinda essiz bir
projeye daha imza atmistir.

Yeiced Muzik

The leading artist, who can play baglama, ney,
drum, zurna, bendir and tambourine professionally, aspires
to make people realize that we are all sisters and brothers,
all cultures are intertwined and simplicity is the highest
philosophy of life. Tekbilek also applied this philosophy to
his own music and reached the large masses. For his
albums, he worked together with many different musicians
from Greece, Israel, Bulgaria, Iran and Spain and increased
his fans day to day with concerts that he gave in many
countries primarily in USA, Australia, France, Spain,
England, Israel and Greece. Though all the albums were
made in the same way and according to the same
philosophy, in each album the musician synthesized
different sounds and melodies with his own specific
interpretation, thus he presented diverse pleasures to his
audiences around the world. Until now, he has contributed
to numerous films such as “Spy Game (R.Redford, B.Pitt)”
and this enabled many audiences to be introduced to his
music. His last album ‘Alif was made together with the
producer Steve Shehan, the producer of Paul Simon at the
same time. Glykeria, the famous vocal artist of Greece and
guitar virtuoso Jose Antonio Rodriguez also contributed to
this album and Tekbilek created a unique work representing
the world music.
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Yeiced Muzik

AlbUmleri Tirkiye’de de biyilk satis rakamlarina
ulasmis olan ve tim dinyada Unini pekistirip sik¢a

konserler veren O.Faruk Tekbilek anavataninda ilk
konserini 2001 yilinda Akbank Caz Festivali kapsaminda
istanbulda gergeklestirmis olup son 14 yildir cesitli
etkinliklerle sayisiz kez Turkiye’de de sahne almis ve
almaya devam etmektedir.

2010 yihinin sonunda, dinya miuzlk endustrisinin
efsane isimlerinden Arif Mardin’e ithafen hazir hale getirilen
0zel best of albimi ilk kez Ulkemizde yayinlanmigtir.
Sanatcinin ilk plak sirketi Celetial Harmonies katalogunun
en sevilen eserlerinden secilen ve sanatginin  her
albiminde yer verdigi 4 6genin de (Sufi, romantik, folkldr,
arayis ) yer aldigi Best of Omar Faruk Tekbilek “LONGING”
albimu buyuk begeni toplayarak, ilk haftadan itibaren
kategorisinde ilk siraya yerlesmis ve yabanci albim
listelerinde de 1 numaraya kadar yilkselmistir. 2011 de
yayimlanan Sufi selections of Omar Faruk Tekbilek “Dance
for Peace” albiminin ardindan 2012 vyilinda yepyeni
eserlerin yer aldigi “The Meeting of the Legends — Askin
Project” albimu piyasaya ¢ikmistir.

Omar Faruk Tekbilek has since established himself
as one of the world’s foremost exponents of Middle Eastern
music. A multi-instrumentalist par excellence, he has
collaborated with a number of leading musicians of
international repute such as jazz trumpeter Don Cherry,
keyboard player Karl Berger, ex-Cream rock drummer
Ginger Baker, Ofra Haza, Simon Shaheen, Hossam Ramzy,
Glen Velez, Bill Laswell, Mike Mainieri, Peter Erskine, Trilok
Gurtu, Jai Uttal, Yasmin Levy, Tomatito, Enrique Morente
and Steve Shehan among others. He has contributed to
numerous film and TV scores and to many recordings
including world sacred music albums, and has been touring
extensively throughout the Middle East, Europe, Australia,
North and South America.

Omar Faruk’s music is rooted in tradition, but has
been influenced by contemporary sounds. He views his
approach as “cosmic” and his commitment to music runs
deep. The four corners of his creativity emanates
mysticism, folklore, romance, and imagination. Like Omar
Faruk himself, his music symbolizes diversity-in-unity.
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albimu vardir...

(ZET)

- Suleyman The Magnificent (1988)

- Fire Dance (1990)

- Beyond The Sky (1992)

- Whirling (1994)

- Fata Morgana (1995) with Michael Askill

- Mystical Garden (1996)

- Crescent Moon (1998)

- One Truth (1999) (I Love You) — (ZET)

- Dance into Eternity — selected pieces (2000)
- Alif (2001) — (ZET)

- Tree Of Patience (2005) — (ZET)

- Kelebek “The Butterfly” (2009) — (ZET)

- Best of Omar Faruk Tekbilek “Longing” (2010) —

- Sufi selections of Omar Faruk Tekbilek “Dance for

Peace” (2011) — (ZET)

— (ZET)

- The Meeting of the Legends “Askin Project” (2012)
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Awards and Recognitions

Omar Faruk is the recipient of the 2011 Turkish
Music Award for ‘Best Instrumental Album of the Year’
presented by Kral TV

Omar Faruk is the recipient of the 2003 Turkish
Music Award for ‘Best Artist’ He is a nominee for the BBC
World Music Award 2003 in the category of the Middle East

He is the recipient of the people’'s-choice US
Golden Belly — ‘Musician-Of-The-Year-Award’ in 1998 and
1999
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